
Baginton Gardeners 

The November meeting was our Gardeners Question Time which Tim Jardine, from Russell’s 

Garden Centre, ably presided over. It was also an opportunity for the members to exchange 

gardening tips and enjoy the buffet food that they contributed. 

It was a lively question and answer session. Some of the questions and answers are outlined 

below. 

• Any idea on how to deal with bind weed in my raspberry patch? – Nothing works!! 

• When is the best time to prune evergreens and deciduous trees and shrubs?-  end of 

April. 

• When is the best time to move a hydrangea? – end of March after the frost. 

• Is it worth trying to keep bedding plants? – putting them in the ground gives them 

the best chance, do not leave in pot as will rot. However, the best solution is to buy 

new each year from your local garden centre! 

• What plants of interest are good for dry shade and low growing? – Geraniums, Lily of 

the Valley, Common green carpet. 

• Is it better to leave leaves on borders and lawns or remove? – leave on borders as it 

attracts fungi and insects but remove off lawns. 

At the end of the meeting Tim kindly gave all present a Bottle Brush Shrub - Callistemon 

citrinus. 

Many thanks to Lucy, Elayne and Elizabeth for making sure the meeting went smoothly, the 

members for their questions and of course Tim for sharing his extensive gardening 

knowledge and the Bottle Brushes. 

BG Annual Christmas Dinner took place this year on the 9th of December at the Baginton 

Oak. Covid meant a smaller turnout than normal but everyone enjoyed the event and Chris, 

Gayle and their staff were as wonderful as usual with great service and good food. Many 

thanks to Elayne for organising the event.  

January 2022 meeting. 2022 will be Baginton Gardeners 11th year and it was great to 

welcome back one of our favourite speakers, Geoff Hodge. Despite the weather and Covid 

there was a great turnout to hear Geoff harangue us on Bugs and Garden Plagues. 

The January meeting was also the AGM. For 2022 the current committee, chair, secy. and 

treasurer will stagger on but Anne and Robert said they will not be standing for secy. and 

chair respectively in 2023. There will be a committee meeting in due course to decide how 

to proceed. 



Bugs and garden Plagues. Geoff crams a lot of information into his talks so I can only outline 

some of his advice. His mantra is VIAP. Vigilance, Instant Action and Persistence. Inspect 

your plants every day. As soon as you see aphids, act, because their reproduction rate is 

prodigious. Squash small numbers, treat larger numbers with some form of pest control, 

preferably organic. Prevention is of course better than cure so when buying plants check for 

pests on flowers, leaves and also examine the roots by lifting the plant out of the pot. Check 

the root system is well developed and pest free. Then “right plant, right place, right soil.”  

Healthy plants resist pests and diseases. Feeding correctly helps as well. New plants need 

watering. As ever a good soaking of the soil [wet leaves encourage fungal infections] once a 

week is much better than a daily sprinkle and of course gardeners can’t go away on holiday 

in the summer!  Best Time to water is 4am but a bit later is OK. 

Geoff then took us through feeding, physical barriers, bug traps, pesticides and a wide range 

of commercial products explaining some legal aspects which impact on what’s available and 

use limitations. Geoff doesn’t use yellow sticky traps in his greenhouse. They catch aphid 

predators as well as a few aphids. Read and follow pesticide instructions to the letter and 

try not to overuse. Should be stored in dark cool place, not in the greenhouse.  

Slugs. Ferric phosphate pellets are OK for organic use and copper tape is effective on pots 

but make sure slugs can’t get into the pot via the drain hole[s] The tiny slugs that live in the 

soil do most of the damage. Large slugs tend to eat dead material and creatures.  

For more information see Geoff’s website ‘gardenforumhorticulture.co.uk’ 

 

2022 Membership. Membership remains at £10 for the year. If you wish to join us please 
come to 32 Mill Hill ASAP or contact us [see below]. Remember a membership card entitles 
you to 10% off qualifying gardening purchases at all the Baginton retail nurseries. 
To aid re-cycling, the 2022 membership cards are not encased in plastic. Many thanks to 
Elizabeth for designing and printing the cards.  
 

For more information call Anne or Robert Taylor on 02476 301104  

or e-mail anne@taylorhousehold.f9.co.uk  

 

Date for 2022 Speaker Topic 

21st March  Darren 
Rudge 

Tea bags, bras and tights (part 2) 

16th May Dave Bonnar Bees 

18th July Lucy Hartley In search of a Low Maintenance Border 
(part 3) 

19th September tba  

21st November Quiz Night  



 

 

 


